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Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota. Our core identity is lived out 
in four ways: Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship.

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement:
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We  
 embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s 

hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities, gender expressions, and 
sexual orientations; All races and ethnicities; All ages and abilities; All economic statuses and 

education levels; All faith journeys and personal histories. We work for racial equity and commit 
to anti-racism as the way of right relationship with God and one another. As Christ welcomes all, 
we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount 

Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.” 

About Worship at Mount Olive Lutheran:
Welcome Center
As you leave the Sanctuary, directly to the right, you’ll find the Welcome Desk.  Please stop by to 
introduce yourself and ask any questions you may have about Mount Olive. Please talk to an usher if 
you would like a large print bulletin or a Auracast hearing assistance device. Feel free to contact Nancy 
Britson, Director of Congregational Life if you have further questions.
Communion
We celebrate Holy Communion each week. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to 
come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then invited to take a small cup of red 
wine or white grape juice from the tray . Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please verbally 
indicate your choice to the server.  Leave your empty cup in the basket provided.
The Lord’s Prayer 
While we have only one version of the Lord’s prayer printed in the bulletin, everyone is invited to say it 
aloud in any language or version of their choosing. Each week we choose an address for God based on 
the scripture readings/theme for the day.  You are always welcome to open with any image of God that 
is comforting and life-giving for you. 
Creeds 
When we recite creeds in worship, we are connected across time and place with the multitudes who 
have recited the same or similar words. We use different creeds from week to week as a way to ac-
knowledge there are many different ways of expressing that in which we put our trust. Try not to think 
of creeds as a line in the sand – you’re in, or you’re out.  Rather, think of it as a time to be curious, and 
to place trust outside yourself and what you can comprehend. 
Video Recording
This service is recorded and published on YouTube. Note that parishioners will not generally appear 
in the recording unless seated in the front rows of the sanctuary. You can find the services at www.
youtube.com/MountOliveELCA.  



GATHERING
PRELUDE		   	     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
	 P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose 
		  compassion never slumbers
	 C:   Amen. 
	 P:   Let us tell the truth about being a part of the human family in the presence of God and of 
		  one another. 

Please kneel as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection.

P:    Holy God,
C:   Sometimes we trust in our own preparation instead of your invitation. Sometimes we 		

		 trust the voice of shame and fear, which keeps us from sharing our full selves in the 		
		 world.  Help us to trust in your abundant love that we may enter into your joy. 

P:	 God adores you; live in the love of God. 
C:	 Amen

GATHERING HYMN (Please stand.)	     “Many and Great, O God”	                                     ELW #837                 

1	     Many and great, O God, are your works, maker of earth and sky.
	      Your hands have set the heavens with stars; 
	      your fingers spread the mountains and plains.
	      Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice.

2     Grant unto us communion with you, O Star-abiding One.
	      Come unto us and dwell with us; with you are found the gifts of life.
   	 Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
	 P:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 		
		  be with you all.       	
	 C:    And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
	 P: 	 Let us pray.   
	 C:    Generative God, you love the earth and all its peoples, claiming every part of creation as 	
		  “very good.” Inspire us to live according to your justice and wisdom, with hope in Christ, 	
		  our Way and our Life. Amen.



WORD
“25th Sunday after Pentecost”

FIRST READING                         		                 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  (NRSV) pew Bible pg. 960   
	 L:	 Word of God, Word of Life.    
	 C:    Thanks be to God.

PSALM 90	     	               “Open Now Our Hearts to Wisdom”	      Richard Bruxvoort Colligan

Open now our hearts to wisdom keep us numbering our days 
Generations long behind us honored you, their dwelling place 
As a blink our life’s duration just a dream of yesterday 
Dust to dust our lovely lifespans age to age your perfect grace

We are children of our planet we will all be quickly gone 
Though we thrive with breath and heartbeat we can never know how long 
Open now our hearts to wisdom keep us numbering our days 
Gladly mindful of eternity let us live a holy pace

You have been our sanctuary, faithful God, from age to age 
Open now our hearts to wisdom keep us numbering our days 
You a haven for our forebears with the promise of your grace 
Of our lives, God, make a legacy for our children’s children’s faith

“Open Now Our Hearts to Wisdom” Words © 2014 Worldmaking.net. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
	 	
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand.)    				      	         

 
 

GOSPEL                 				                Matthew 25:14-30  (NRSV) pew Bible pg. 807   
   	P:   The Good News according to Saint Matthew.   	
	 C:    Glory to you, O Lord.	                                                                               
	 P:	 The Good News of the Reign of God.    	
	 C:    Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



SERMON                      	     	                                                                                    Pastor Erik Nelson

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please stand.)          “The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies”               ELW #683	               

1       The numberless gifts of God’s mercies my tongue cannot fathom or tell.
         Like dew that appears in the morning, they come to us shining and full.
         The numberless gifts of God’s mercies, my tongue cannot fathom or tell.

2       Like all of the stars in the heavens, God’s mercies can never be told.
         They shine through the darkness of midnight; their beauties can never grow old.
         Like all of the stars in the heavens, God’s mercies can never be told. 

3        I’ll never count all of God’s mercies, but oh, I can give God my praise
          for all of that love, my thanksgiving and love to the end of my days.
          I’ll never count all of God’s mercies, but oh, I can give God my praise! 

 “The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies” Words © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.

CONFESSION OF FAITH			              From the Iona Abbey Worship Book (adapted)
	 P: 	 We confess our faith. 
	 C: 	 We believe in a bright and amazing God, who has been to the depths of despair on our 		
		  behalf; who has risen in splendor and majesty; who decorates the universe with 
		  sparkling water, dark matter, twinkling stars and sharp colors, over and over again.  
		  We believe that Jesus is the light of the world; that God believes in us, forgives and 		
		  trusts us, even though we make the same mistakes over and over again. 
		  We devote ourselves to the way of Jesus, and to one another as siblings in God’s image, 		
		  renewing our life as a human family over and over again. 
		  We dedicate ourselves to asking questions, to being open to illumination, and to living in 	
		  the life of the Spirit. AMEN.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 		
	 L:	 United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
           and all of creation.

	 L:  	 God, in your mercy.     	
	 C:    Hear our prayer.

PEACE
	 P:  	 The peace of Christ be with you always.   	
	 C:   And also with you.    	
				              

					            (Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.)



MEAL
GATHERING OF GIFTS & OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY	

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Please stand.)    “As Saints of Old”  			      ELW #695
														             Vs. 1

     As saints of old their firstfruits brought 
	 of orchard, flock, and field 
	 to God, the giver of all good, 
	 the source of bounteous yield; 
	 so we today firstfruits would bring, 
	 the wealth of this good land, 
	 of farm and market, shop and home, 
	 of mind and heart and hand.

  “As Saints of Old” Words © 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.             

OFFERING PRAYER 
 	 P:  	 Let us pray: 
	 C: 	 Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we 
		  offer, and all that you entrust to us, until all the world is fed, through Christ, our          		
		  Life. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
	 P:	 The Lord be with you.
	 C:	 And also with you.
	 P:	 Lift up your hearts.
	 C:	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 P:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
	 C:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
	 P:	 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere….
 		  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Today, you’re invited to address God in this prayer of Jesus using Our Creator or any other image you prefer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
	 P:  	 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 
	 C:   	Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
		  on earth as in heaven. 	Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 	
		  those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
		  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

	 P:	 In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive this love. All, without  
           exception, are welcome here.   

				    			           Please be seated.

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. As you come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then   
invited to take a small cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. Gluten free wafers are available upon         

request; please verbally indicate your choice to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided.

COMMUNION HYMN	                   “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 		                   ELW # 726         

1        Light dawns on a weary world 
           when eyes begin to see 
           all people’s dignity. 
           Light dawns on a weary world: 
           the promised day of justice comes.

The trees shall clap their hands; 
the dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall 
break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, 
and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 



2      Love grows in a weary world 
        when hungry hearts find bread 
        and children’s dreams are fed. 
        Love grows in a weary world: 
        the promised feast of plenty comes. 
                                                                    Refrain

3      Hope blooms in a weary world 
        when creatures, once forlorn, 
        find wilderness reborn. 
        Hope blooms in a weary world: 
        the promised green of Eden comes.  
                                                                    Refrain

The trees shall clap their hands; 
the dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall 
break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, 
and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

   

“Light Dawns on a Weary World” Words © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING (Please stand as you are able.)
	  P:	  May the gifts of this table strengthen you and hold you in love and grace.      
	 C:     Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION      
	 P:  	 Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously seek 		
	        the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, awake to  
          your presence, now and forever.
  	C:    Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION   
	 P:	 The holy Trinity, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome 	
		  the reign of God, today and always.    
	 C:   Amen.



SENDING HYMN                               “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                    ELW # 674      

1        Let us talents and tongues employ, 
	 reaching out with a shout of joy: 
	 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
	 Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

2      Christ is able to make us one, 
	 at the table he sets the tone, 
	 teaching people to live to bless, 
	 love in word and in deed express. 
                                                               Refrain

   Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
   pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
   Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
   pass the Word around: loaves abound!

3        Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
	 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
	 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
	 God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere!   Refrain

   

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Words & music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
727717. All rights reserved. 

DISMISSAL
    P:    Go in peace. Encourage one another.	  
	  C:    Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE 			                              

Next Sunday’s Readings:

Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 117 Matthew 25: 31, 34-40



Welcome, Worship Guests!
We hope your worship experience with us is uplifting and a blessing 
to you today. If you are a visitor to Mount Olive you can fill out a 
Connection Card from the pew rack indicating if you are interested in 
learning more about at Mount Olive: receiving our monthly newslet-
ter, weekly email news, membership or if you have a prayer concern or other comment to 
share. Stop by the Welcome Desk in the front hallway following the service if you have any 
questions about our church or if you would like more information about any upcoming 
events. Mount Olive members, please use a Connection Card if you would like to share 
prayer concerns, comments, or change contact info. You’re invited to the Gathering Area 
for coffee and cookies following the service! 

Congregational prayers for healing and comfort …  
•	 Our Homebound Members
•	 Mount Olive members and friends who are grieving, ill, or recovering. For family 
     members holding vigil with  those in the sacred process of dying, and for those 
     supporting those in recovery. 

•	 Our Congregation, as we continue with the Capital Campaign and welcome a new pastor, 
Erik Nelson, to our community.  

•	 Our companions in ministry in Bogota, Colombia and Kijota, Tanzania, who celebrate the 
risen Christ as we do. 

•	 Our nation, that we might find solidarity in our shared humanity, and strive for justice and 
dignity for all.

•	 Communities continuing the struggle to end gun violence in our nation. Give all elected 
leaders the courage to seek solutions for peace.

•	 All people enduring the horrors of war, especially the people of Ukraine and Sudan, the 
people of Gaza, and the people of Iran.

•	 All those suffering the effects of natural disasters, especially for the lives lost during 
the  recent earthquakes, flooding, wildfires, and tornados.  May God be with all who are              
injured, without shelter, safety, or access to basic necessities and provide assistance for all.

Flowers are given to the Glory of God by...Barb Seide in memory of her parents, 
Ray and Vi Harris. 



Worship Participants Sunday 8:00 am Sunday 10:30 am
Preaching Rev. Erik Nelson
Presiding Minister Rev. Lisa Janke
Organist/Pianist Deacon Travis Beck
Assisting Minister Edie Schultze Bob Thomsen
Lector Rob Nelson Jill Mickelson

Greeter Linda Persson Monica Mason

Ushers Bob & Lynn Nelson Duane Luinstra, Mark Masbruch
Communion Assistants Paula Roberts Connie Mudore

Welcome Desk Paula Roberts Kay Luinstra
Altar Guild Jonathan Jackson Shelly Sellnow

Livestream Video David Joyce

Sunday,  November 15
  8:00a - Worship Service 
  9:00a - Coffee Fellowship
  9:15a - Adult Forum
  9:15a - Sunday School
10:30a - Worship Service
11:30a - Coffee Fellowship
Monday, November 16
5:30p - Pray Without Ceasing
6:00p - Make It Clear Olive Branch
6:30p - Lydia Circle
6:30p - Scout Advancement Mtg.
Tuesday, November 17
  9:30a - Staff Meeting
12:00p - 24 Hours Today AA Mtg.
  3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class 
  4:00p - Bolder Options Cohort
  6:30p - SSOM Team Meeting
  6:30p - Worship, Music, and  
              Arts Ministry Team

  7:00p - Al-Anon ACOA Meeting
Wednesday, November 18
 6:00p - Bolder Options Movie Night
 6:30p - Youth Serve at Channel One 
 7:00p - Mount Olive Choir
Thursday, November 19
  9:00a - Mount Olive Quilters
  1:00p - Painting Group
 3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class 
 6:00p - Rachel Circle
 6:00p - Peer Support Group
 7:00p - Glory Bells 
 7:00p - In the Process Al-Anon
 8:15p - Mount Olive Brass
Friday, November 20
 8:30a - Head Start Meeting
  9:30a - Mary Circle 
12:00p - 24 Hours Today AA Mtg.
  6:00p - Bolder Options

Saturday, November 21
8:30a - Men’s Discipleship
9:00a - How Al-Anon Works Group 
9:00a - Altar Guild Set up
Sunday,  November 22
         RIC Sunday &
Pastor Erik’s Installation
  8:00a - Worship Service 
  9:00a - Coffee Fellowship
  9:15a - Adult Forum
  9:15a - Sunday School
10:30a - Worship Service
11:30a - Coffee Fellowship

This Week at Mount OliveO

Church Office Hours are 
generally 9:00a-4:00p 

Monday - Thursday. Call 
the office at any time for 

pastoral emergencies.



Pray Without Ceasing
All are welcome to “Pray Without Ceasing,” our short, contemplative service 
of music, meditation and readings on Monday evenings. As part of an ELCA 
initiative, we join with hundreds of other churches and center our hearts on 
the needs of our community and our neighbors.

Capital Campaign Update
Thank you to all who have provided gifts and pledges for 
our Love Makes Room Stewardship & Capital Campaign!   
Here is a summary of your generous response as of 
Commitment Week last Sunday:
2027 General Fund
103 commitments totaling $527,888
Capital Campaign
94 commitments totaling $1,488,030  -  $270,830 has been received
We anticipate more pledges this week, as we have received 83% of the number of 
commitments compared to last year and we are very close to surpassing our 3-year Faith 
Goal of $1.5 M.  If you haven’t yet made a pledge, please do so today. (pledge forms are 
available on the usher’s table)  Return it this week by mail or email to the church office.  
Look for the beautiful campaign tracking image created by Sam Beck in the entry and the 
lovely campaign banner on the chancel created by Stephanie Pasch and Cathy Hanson. 
THANK YOU as together we Renew our Home and Expand our Welcome!

Project Updates 
During the course of our three year Capital Campaign, we will provide 
periodic updates of how the funds are being spent.  So far, funds have 
been spent for preliminary architectural plans, the Capital Campaign 
Consultant, Rev. Steve Olson, 

expenses for campaign informational materials and 
postage, this summer’s parking lot repair, and a 
sound system assesment. Bids have been received 
for a new dishwasher is also being investigated. 
Projects contracted for but not completed include 
repair and upgrade of the sound system and 
replacement of the fire alarm panel. 

Campaign Leadership 
Team Meeting
The Campaign Leadership 
Team will meet one more time 
on Tuesday, December 1 at 
6:30 pm. We’ll celebrate and 
look to the future planning 
needed for our Campaign. 



Sunday School
This Sunday, November 15 is Classroom Sunday School and Youth Fall Retreat Weekend. 
Next Sunday, November 22, is Classroom Sunday School & Breakfast Club! (6th-12th) at 
Church!  No Sunday School on November 29. Contact Evan Fitzsimmons with questions 
about Sunday School or Breakfast Club - evan@molive. 

Sunday Adult Forum
The Sunday Forum planning team is excited to present the fall 
line-up of presenters coming your way. Forum meets each Sunday 
at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall. Grab a cup of coffee and join us! 
coming up this fall!  Here’s the line-up for the next few weeks:
•	 November 15 -  Sara Carman - Sara is a librarian at Rochester Community and Techni-

cal College (RCTC). She has been passionate about technology use from a young age, 
and works hard to stay informed on technology developments. This includes the recent      
increase in artificial intelligence (AI), including generative AI (GAI). She looks forward to 
helping people learn more about these evolving technologies.

•	 November 22 -  Guthrie Capposela - Guthrie is Hunkpapa Lakota from the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe, and the Coordinator of American Indian Education with the Rochester 
Public Schools. He has educates about and advocates for American Indian students.

Budgeted Benevolence for 2027
Each year, Mount Olive designates a portion of our budget to partner organizations who 
carry out important work in our community and beyond. These include the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod, ministry partners in Colombia and Tanzania, and a variety of local organi-
zations. 
The criteria we use for making decisions about budgeted benevolence are: 
   1.	 Our history/relationship with the organization
   2.	 Budget/Pledges
   3.	 Your input (congregation and committees)
If you have suggestions or ideas regarding budgeted benevolence in 2027, please talk to a 
member of council or staff before our budget planning meeting on December 8, 2026, and 
mark your calendar for our annual budget forum on Sunday, January 17, 9:15 am.  



Weekend Volunteers Needed!
We rely on worship and fellowship volunteers to keep the services running smoothly and  
to show hospitality to everyone during coffee fellowship time. Everyone’s help is appreciat-
ed, whether the role is small or large, and all ages are welcome.  We are in need of many 
volunteers to fill the schedule this fall! To see the open slots and sign up, look for the sign 
up sheets on the rolling cart following the service.  You may also sign up online. Find the 
links on the Mount Olive website: https://molive.org/Volunteer.  
Contact Nancy Britson with any worship volunteer questions or Renee Schaefer to ask 
about coffee fellowship volunteering.  Thank You!

Mitten Tree
In November, the Mitten Tree will be on display in the entryway. You may place gently used 
or new (elementary through middle school sized) winter wear under or on the tree. There 
will also be envelopes on the tree for collecting donations used to purchase items that are 
most needed. We partner with our neighborhood schools Elton Hills and Gage Elementary.

Offerings
If you would like to make a financial gift to Mount Olive, you can place 
it in the offering plate, send it by mail to 2830 18th Ave. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901, or donate using the QR code above.  Your gifts help to keep 
Mount Olive's ministry going strong.  Thank You!

God’s Global Barnyard
On November 15 and 22 we will be taking donations for ELCA Good Gifts (God’s Global 
Barnyard) which not only helps to fight hunger in 83 different countries but also transforms 
lives. Here’s how it works: Choose the amount you’d like to donate and bring your donation 
to the Good Gifts table. You will then receive an ornament with a picture of the animal that 
will be given to a family in need, there are many animals to choose
from. This could be the perfect gift for someone you know. Make the
 donation in their name and present them with the ornament. You’ll
 both be happy, knowing that these donations are supporting a family 
or community in need. Contact Carrie Fletcher at carrie@molive.org.



Update Your Directory Photos!   
We have noticed that many of the family photos in our directory are quite out of date.  
With Pastor Erik joining us,  it will be great to have a directory with more up-to-date photos 
to share with him!  If you have not submitted a new photo recently, please try to do so as 
soon as possible.  Scan or send your photos to nancy@molive.org, bring one into the office 
or stop by the Welcome Desk to have us snap a photo. Also, stop by the small table in the 
entry to check the accuracy of your directory data. Thank You! 

Make It Clear: Post-Election Edition 
November 16th, 6:00-7:30 pm in the Olive Pit 
We do “Make It Clear” events whenever some of us might need 
a safe, creative space to process something important. Post-elec-
tion is a good time to wonder together, “What is ours to do right 
now?” This night, we will endeavor to Make Clear what our 
experience has been, as well as Make Clear our emotions from 
our bodies so they don’t weigh us down or take root.Pastor Lisa and Richard will invite us 
into music, centering prayer, body-relaxation, and sharing our experiences. All adults are 
welcome. Questions? Contact Richard at richard@molive.org.

Richard BC Presents Psalm Program 
It happens Saturday, November 21st at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Rochester’s Looking Within Center.  Arrive at 8:30 am 
for morning mediation followed by breakfast. (This is all free, by 
the way!) From 9:30-11:00 am, our own Dr. Richard Bruxvoort 
Colligan will teach the Psalms and lead us in 
song. All are welcome to this relaxing morning 
of learning, singing, and reflecting. Register 
before Wednesday, Nov. 18th to save your spot.  
Gloria Dei is located at 1212 12th Ave. NW.



Mount Olive Staff      Office Phone: 507-288-1580 office@molive.org
Rev. Lisa Janke	 Directing Pastor	 lisa@molive.org
Rev. Erik Nelson Pastor erik@molive.org
Dea. Travis Beck Director of Worship, Music, and Arts          travis@molive.org
Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan Director of Spiritual Formation richard@molive.org
Evan Fitzsimmons Director of Children, Youth, and Family evan@molive.org
Shiloy Baldwin	 Office Administrator		  shiloy@molive.org
Nancy Britson	 Director of Congregational Life                    nancy@molive.org

Carrie Fletcher	 Director of Service and Social Outreach     carrie@molive.org
Renee Schaefer Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator renee@molive.org

 Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augs-
burg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006607. Portions may be reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights 
reserved. Portions of this service are from Holy Communion, Setting  three  ©  2026 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 
under  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS006607. All Rights Reserved.    

Pastor Erik’s Installation and RIC Celebration on November 22
Sunday, November 22 is a celebration!  Kathy Chatelaine, Assistant 
to the Bishop for Global Ministry, will be with us to officially install 
Rev. Erik Nelson as our pastor!  We will also be celebrating our 8-year 
anniversary as a Reconciling in Christ congregation with special music 
and liturgy during worship. Make sure to stick around for special 
receptions following both services.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Join us on Thanksgiving Eve, November 25th for a worship service 
at Mount Olive. We will participate in a lively collection of readings 
and music, give thanks for all God’s abundance, all followed by 
scrumptious pie in the Fellowship Hall following worship. Worship 
begins at 6:30, followed by fellowship time with a variety of pies. Bring friends to share it 
with. Sign up in the Gathering Area to bring a pie or help with serving. The Thanksgiving 
Eve offering always supports hunger ministries. This year our Thanksgiving Eve Worship   
offering will used to purchase HyVee gift cards for Head Start families and staff, helping 
them purchase groceries for Thanksgiving. Any remaining donations will be shared with 
community members facing emergency needs, through the Mount Olive Discretionary Fund.


